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Brianna Ostoff, Director 
of Community Education in 
District 192, has been chosen as 
the State Community Educator 
of Excellence by the Minnesota 
Community Education Associa-
tion (MCEA).  She received her 
award at the MCEA Virtual 
Winter Conference which took 
place via Zoom on Feb. 17 & 18, 
2021.

MCEA recognizes, thanks 
and celebrates the outstanding 
contributions made by practitio-
ners and supporters of com-
munity education from across 
Minnesota. Nominees represent 
the best of the best: persons 
committed to working together, 
creating opportunities, persisting 
through challenges and partner-
ing with others.

Ostoff  took on a leadership 
role with the Community Ed. 
COVID-19 Task Force, which 
was created back in March of 
2020, setting up twice-weekly 
state-wide virtual meetings, so 
Directors and others in the field 
could meet to ask questions, 
receive clarification and ideas, 
and get support, as everyone 
navigated the new and ever-

changing guidelines for schools 
and Community Ed. as they 
related to COVID-19. Ostoff  
did all of this in addition to her 
many duties as the Community 
Ed. Director in Farmington.

Ostoff  is highly respected by 
her colleagues and her co-work-
ers. She has made a significant 
impact not only on her local 

community, but state-wide as 
well. 

Ostoff recognized as the State Community 
Educator of Excellence by the Minnesota 
Community Education Association

Hana and Maia Childress, both 
seventh graders at Dodge Middle School, 
recently participated in NASA’s Artemis 
Moon Pod Essay Contest. The Artemis 
Program, in which the first woman and 
next man will land on the Moon by 2024, 
captured the attention of 14,000 K-12 

students across the country who submit-
ted essays.

The Childress sisters attended a virtual 
event on March 23, hearing first-hand 
about what it is like to live and work 
in space from NASA astronaut, Ricky 

Arnold, and associate administrator of 
Human Exploration and Operations, 
Kathy Lueders. Their essays, along with 
the others submitted to the contest, will 
fly aboard Artemis 1 and orbit the Moon.  

Space exploration is a passionate 

interest of these seventh graders. Both 
girls look forward to participating in 
Space Camp this summer after COVID-19 
restrictions cancelled their space plans last 
summer. Congratulations to these learners 
for pursuing their spark!

Dodge Middle School learners 
enter NASA contest 

Sophie Hart, a senior at Farmington 
High School, has been named a 2021 
Athena Award Winner. The St. Paul Area 
Athena Award program honors outstand-
ing female high school senior student-ath-
letes from St. Paul and suburban public and 
independent high schools for their athletic 
achievements. The award is based on excel-
lence in individual sports or for participa-
tion and accomplishments in team sports. 

Sophie plays center for the FHS Tigers 
Varsity Girls’ Basketball Team. Last year 
she helped the team to a program-best 
record of 29-9 and to the state tournament 
for the first time. After high school she 
plans to attend North Carolina State in Ra-
leigh and play in the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence. When announcing her commitment 
to North Carolina State, in a statement 
posted on Twitter she said, “I want to take 
this time to thank the following people. All 

the coaches, especially the Minnesota Fury 
and Farmington Basketball programs, who 
have helped me develop. All my teammates 
who have pushed me and made the game so 
enjoyable. My family 
and friends who have 
sacrificed so much for 
me to be in this posi-
tion. I would not be 
where I am without 
all of you.” 

Hart named 2021 Athena Award winner
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Learners at Boeckman Middle School 
participate in mock trial 

While in hybrid learning, the Boeckman Middle School (BMS) 8th grade Advanced Language Arts 
class recently held a mock trial. A mock trial is an exercise in which students simulate a real trial to learn 
about trial rules and proceedings. 
They use a variety of literacy 
skills, critical thinking, and logic 
throughout the process. The trial 
conducted by BMS learners was 
based on a crime committed in the 
short story, “A Jury of Her Peers” 
by Susan Glaspell. Each cohort 
was a team of either the prosecu-
tion or defense, with witnesses and 
a jury. To prepare for trial, learners 
had to make inferences from the 
story to come up with evidence. 
Each team had a day in person 
and a day they connected via 
Google Meet. 

Riverview Elementary 
learners 

read across the country! 
During the week of Spring Break, Riverview 

Elementary hosted a Read-A-Thon to encourage 
learners to read wherever they were. Families and 
staff  were encouraged to submit pictures of their 
learners reading at home and on the go. The result 
was a scrapbook full of learners and their families 
reading together across the country - from Florida 
to California and from Texas to Minnesota! We saw 
parents reading to children and children reading to 
their parents. We saw our learners read to themselves 
and read to others, and we were all inspired to pick 
up a book and read a little more. Thank you to all the 
Riverveiw Elementary families who participated in 
the Spring Break Read-A-Thon! 

Meadowview 
Elementary 

kindergarteners 
engage in 

outdoor learning
As the weather has warmed up, 

the kindergarteners at Mead-
owview Elementary have taken the 
opportunity to do more learning 
outdoors. Beyond time on the 
playground, this includes hiking 
through the wilderness surrounding 
the school, exploring the natural 
world around them and making 
observations. They recently completed a science unit all 
about puddles and the water cycle. This involved going 
outdoors to observe puddles and asking questions about 
how they’re formed and what effect they have on the earth 
and the ecosystem around them. This is an engaging unit 
for some of our youngest learners which allows them to 
be hands-on, connecting what they can see and touch with 
what they’re learning in the classroom. 

North Trail Elementary 
continues Wax Museum 

tradition 
Each year, 4th grade learners at North Trail 

Elementary put together a Wax Museum. This is an 
interactive experience in which the students choose 
an historical figure who interests them and conduct a 
research project around that person. They prepare a 
short biographical speech and memorize it so that they 
can deliver the speech on demand. Previously, families, 
friends, and other learners have been invited to visit the 
wax museum where students sit like wax statues, many 
dressed up as the historical figures they’ve studied. 
Each learner has a button and when pressed they are 
prompted to deliver their speech. This year, due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, no one could be invited into 
the classroom but that didn’t stop the North Trail El-
ementary 4th graders from continuing the wax museum 
tradition. They chose their historical figures, did the 
research, and prepared their speeches just as in years 
past. Then they recorded their speeches in videos which were shared with families. In this way they were 
still able to show what they learned and learn from the presentations of others. 

Farmington 
Elementary fifth 

graders 
make art together 

Since returning to full time in-person 
learning, Farmington Elementary fifth grad-
ers have enjoyed a number of group activities 
in their specialist classes such as modern art 
projects including making sculptures that look 

like cake. Recently they enjoyed making music together as they learned ukulele chords and played along 
to some popular songs.

Akin Road Elementary 
celebrates Black history

In February, which is Black History Month, 2nd grade teachers at Akin Road Elementary School 
created a bulletin board featuring posters of prominent Black Americans. The posters included QR codes 
which linked to The Britannica School website where learners could research and learn more about each 
person. This board was located in the commons and students from all grade levels used it throughout the 
month.
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Emily Berghuis earned a 
place as one of 32 finalists 
for the 2021 Academics, 
Arts, and Athletics Award, 
commonly known as the 
Triple 'A' Award. This award 
honors high school seniors 
throughout the state who have 
a 3.0 or higher grade point 
average and who participate 
in Minnesota High School 
League-sponsored athletic 
and fine arts activities. Emily 
is involved in Tigers Softball, 
Band, and Choir. She is also 
a member of the Math Team 
and the National Honors 
Society. Additionally, Emily 
has participated in multiple 
theater productions as a 
Farmington High School 
student. 

Triple ‘A’ Award recipients 
are selected through a multi-
level process involving mem-
ber schools of the League, 
the League’s administrative re-
gions, and a special committee 
of educators, business leaders, 
and members from the fine 
arts and athletic communi-
ties. Two award finalists from 
each region were invited to 
a recognition banquet where 
League officials announced 
the four statewide Triple ‘A’ 
Award winners. All 32 final-
ists also participated in an 
on-court ceremony during the 
Class AA championship game 
of the Boys Basketball State 
Tournament. The statewide 
award winners—a girl and a 
boy from Class A and Class 
AA schools— received a four-
year $1,000 scholarship.

Emily Berghuis is 
AAA Award Finalist!

The Farmington High 
School Wind Ensemble, a 
band under the direction of 
Erin Holmes, was selected to 
perform at the prestigious Min-
nesota Music Educators As-
sociation (MMEA) Midwinter 
Clinic. This is the highest honor 
a school music group in Min-
nesota can receive and the first 
time in the history of Farming-
ton schools that a concert band 
has been selected to perform at 
MMEA.

The Midwinter Clinic 
is the state’s largest gather-
ing of music educators and 

features nationally-recognized 
headliners, a wide variety of 
performances and informances, 
sessions from area clinicians, 
an Exhibit Hall, networking 
opportunities, and more.

In this unprecedented year, 
the FHS Wind Ensemble was 
the only high school band 
invited to perform at this con-
vention. According to Holmes, 
the band was committed and 
excited to create an experience 
that these students - and the 
entire Farmington community 
- will never forget. The title of 
the program was “Unrest.” 

According to Holmes, “2020 
- and 2021 thus far - has proven 
to be a challenging environ-
ment not only for learners and 
musicians - but for our nation 
as a whole. Through music, our 
program honestly reflects the 
unique challenges of a world 
placed at a standstill as the 
result of a pandemic, while also 
addressing the open wounds of 
our country’s continued strug-
gle with equity and justice.” The 
“Unrest” program also serves to 
heal: to function as a manifesto 
for comfort, hope, and peace in 
an uncertain world.  

In addition to five curricular 
concert bands, the FHS Band 
program also includes four 
curricular jazz ensembles, extra-
curricular marching band, and 
opportunities for non-ensemble 
based music classes like Rock 
Band and a new Hamilton: 
History & Music course coming 
this fall.

You can view the Wind 
Ensemble’s performance on the 
FHS Band YouTube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/Farming-
tonBand. 

Delivering Students Safely to
Farmington’s Schools Since 1948!

5119 W. 212th St., Farmington
651-463-8689 www.minnesotacoaches.com

For a Rewarding Job Opportunity
Stop In and See the Difference!

CHARTER SERVICES - Motor coaches,mini-coaches or school buses,we provide
safe,clean, friendly,and timely charter transportation services for groups of all sizes
across town and across country.Overnight and extended trip options are available.

Proud Partner of
farmington SchoolS

FHS Band selected for 
state’s highest honor 

Strengthening the fabric
of our community.

As much as we are a financial institution, Old National is a group
of parents, volunteers, artists, athletes, neighbors and friends.
By making investments of our time, talent and treasure, we
work with you to strengthen the fabric of our community.

oldnational.com

Old National proudly supports
Farmington Schools.

Farmington 324 Oak St 612-656-3758

The Farmington High School Band at a previous activity in 2019.
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2021 Senior Spotlights
Jonathan was nominated for being “driven, smart, and 
kind.” He was described by Rebecca Wilson, his teacher, as 
“a model student and human being for his young genera-
tion!” As an FHS student, Jonathan participated in Mock Trial 
his sophomore year. Since Spanish is his first language, he 
was also able to volunteer with the FHS English as a Second 
Language (ESL) program helping other students throughout 
his high school career. He has taken three Advanced Place-
ment courses and four College in the School classes, and 
holds a GPA of 4.2. He consistently makes the Honor Roll 
and is currently a member of the National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS).  

More about Jonathan:
Favorite Classes & Teachers

“My favorite subject has always been history, and so one 
of my favorite classes here in FHS was AP US History with 
Mr. Graff. I enjoy reading and writing, so I always look forward 
to my English classes. Taking UMN English with Mrs. Nygren 
has been very exciting. Mrs. Nygren makes her classes very 
interesting, and the class itself is challenging in an enjoyable 
way.”

Future Plans
“I was admitted to the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, 

and plan to major in Industrial Engineering. My father is an 
engineer, so in a way I have been training my whole life to 
work in the field.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“A piece of advice for future seniors would be to always 

give your 100% in everything you do. At times, the responsi-
bilities given to you might seem stressful or overwhelming, but 
giving your best effort will always ensure the best outcome, 
and in hindsight you will be satisfied with overcoming life’s 
challenges with strength and perseverance. This can apply 
to anything we do, whether in school, at work, or in everyday 
life.”

Mara was nominated for her strong work ethic and growth 
mindset - that is a willingness to learn and grow. According 
to her Varsity Cheer Coach, “Mara is a great role model for 
younger athletes. She is extremely coachable and hardwork-
ing. Her passion for her sport and studies is admirable.” 
Mara has been involved in competitive cheerleading for nine 
years and on the varsity team for the past five years. 

Beyond cheerleading, Mara has earned a place in the 
National Honor Society and plays in the Farmington High 
School Wind Ensemble. Outside school she holds a part-
time job at the local Dairy Queen as a shift leader. According 
to Mara, balancing academics, athletics, and work can be 
challenging at times but she’s happy to do it. “I enjoy keep-
ing a busy schedule, so I enjoyed the challenge,” she said. 

More about Mara: 
Favorite Classes & Teachers

“My favorite teachers in high school are  Mrs. Beckman 
(math), and Mrs. Wilson (science). I just always feel like I can 
go to them with anything  and always felt welcome in their 
classes.” 

Future Plans
“After graduation, I want to pursue a degree in exercise 

science at South Dakota State University. I just enjoy being 
active, so I think I’ll really enjoy my major. I hope to train a 
professional or collegiate sports team in the future.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“My advice for future seniors is do not take the time you 

have for granted. It goes faster than you think.”

Waadaa was nominated for her persistence, dedication, 
intelligence, and strong work ethic. According to Barbara 
Walker, her school counselor, she has a “positive attitude, 
graceful and generous way with peers and adults, willing-
ness to help and desire to know others at a deep and 
sincere level.”

As a Farmington High School student Waadaa is a member 
of LINK Crew, the National Honor Society, the Family, Career 
and Community Leaders of America, Band, Diversity Club, 
and the Math Team. Outside of school she takes piano 
lessons and enjoys art and music. She also spends time 
volunteering and is active with her church. 

More about WaaDaa:
Favorite Classes & Teachers

“My favorite subjects in school have always been my 
science classes, specifically chemistry and biology, despite 
them being the more difficult classes I have taken. I’ve always 
enjoyed my experiences in those classes and loved the teach-
ers that taught them. The information is incredibly interesting 
as it helps me grow my understanding of how the most basic 
and minuscule aspects of the world function.”

Future Plans
“I plan on pursuing a STEM degree in order to set myself 

up to study neuroscience/neurology. I love the idea of pursu-
ing neuroscience because I find studying the brain’s function 
and its effect on behavior to be fascinating. I also plan on 

being on the pre-med track so that I can take that information 
and apply it to a career in the medical field.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“My advice for future seniors would be to enjoy the ride 

and try not to put too much pressure on yourselves because it 
all ends up working out in the end.”

Devon was nominated for being a strong leader and a 
responsible student. He is a member of the Speech Team, 
Math Team, Marching Band, Jazz Band, LINK Crew, Soccer, 
Theater, Student Voice, Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA), and the National Honor Society 
(NHS). He has been Captain of the Speech Team, Trombone 
Section Leader, and a member of the NHS Executive Board. 
Outside of school he holds a part time job at Target and 
volunteers with various charities, like Feed My Starving 
Children. According to Beth Beckman, an advisor to the 
Speech Team and the NHS, “Devon is a fantastic leader…. 
His calm demeanor makes him a student leader that many 
students look up to. He is extremely reliable and will go on 
to do great things.” 

More about Devon:
Favorite Classes & Teachers

“One of my favorite high school memories would be 
freshman year Speech sections. My duo partner (Sophia Tre-
nary) and I made it to the finals round after competing in the 
normal three preliminary rounds. Standing on stage, in front of 
everyone, waiting for our names to be called with our place-
ment, was such an exciting feeling. We ended up getting fifth 
place overall. Placing this well, and nearly making it to state 
as freshmen, for sure “got the ball rolling” for later success in 
these past couple years of Speech.”

Future Plans
“I plan to attend the University of Minnesota- Twin Cities 

to study Psychology and Sociology of Law, Criminology, and 

Deviance. Then moving on to gaining graduate degrees to 
go into the field of forensic psychology. Pursuing a four-year 
postsecondary education suits my personality and future 
career plans the best. Crime investigations and detective work 
has interested me since I was very little and have been an 
underlying passion of mine ever since. On top of this, under-
standing human behavior also piques my interest, so forensics 
perfectly combines these two worlds for me.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“My advice for seniors is to not hold back. Take advantage 

of your opportunities and any activity/event that piques your 
interest and focus on your own enjoyment. Don’t do some-
thing, or not do something, to please others, do it because 
you want to. High school—senior year especially—goes fast, 
so enjoy it while you can.”

In honor of the Farmington High School 2021 graduating class, this spring we have been highlighting some of our outstanding seniors. A few of them 
are featured here. You can find their stories and more on our website and social media accounts. These students have been nominated by Farmington 
Area Public Schools staff members for exhibiting hard work and pursuing their spark with passion during their time at FHS. Search #FHSSeniorSpotlight 

on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram to keep up with all seniors who have been recognized so far or visit our news page.
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Hailey was nominated for her kindness and selfless attitude. 
She is a member of the National Honor Society and carries 
a 4.16 GPA. She has been involved with LINK Crew, the 
Girls’ Golf Team, and has been a member of the Farmington 
Dance Team since 8th grade. This year Hailey has been vol-
unteering in Michelle Kadrlik’s kindergarten classroom. Ms. 
Kadrlik shared, “I enjoy watching her interact with the young, 
impressionable kids telling them they can be whatever they 
choose. She is an excellent role model and I love having her 
in my class. I believe her spark is just being around others 
and helping them succeed. She is one of a kind.”

More about Hailey: 
Favorite Classes & Teachers

“My favorite class this past year has been service learn-
ing. I get to go to Mrs. Kadrlik’s kindergarten class at Akin 
Road Elementary a few times a week in this class. I love being 
able to have the opportunity to get to know these kids and 
watch them grow and learn. It’s so cool to be able to be a part 
of their school day and help them in any way. I’ve also loved 
getting to work with Mrs. Kadrlik and some other teachers.”

Future Plans
“After graduation, I will attend the University of Min-

nesota - Twin Cities to major in biomedical engineering. I have 

always been a huge Gopher fan so the U of M was easily my 
first choice. I’m excited to use my academic strengths in my 
career field, and to be a part of the growing female presence 
in the engineering field.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“My advice for future seniors is to try not to get over-

whelmed by what to do after you graduate. Whether you go 
to trade school or a four year university or something else, 
it’s important to do what is best for you. There are so many 
options and opportunities for you after high school. Do what 
you feel is right to you and you will be successful.”

Sarah was nominated for being a kind and considerate 
person as well as a hard working student. She is a faith club 
leader, a member of the National Honor Society, a member 
of the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America, a 
member of LINK Crew, and on the Girls’ Golf Team. She also 
serves as a Teaching Assistant for Sandi Fox. According to 
Ms. Fox, “Sarah is an outstanding person and student. She 
is kind and considerate of everyone’s feelings. She puts her 
all into everything she does.” 

More about Sarah: 
Favorite Classes & Teachers

“My favorite subjects are math and French, although, 
UMN calculus is putting that statement to the test. One of 
my favorite high school memories is going to the Minnesota 
Zoo to do French presentations with other local high schools. 
We were supposed to be doing activities and presenta-
tions for elementary-age immersion students, instead, we 
ended up presenting information about otters to high school 
students while making them play a ring toss game. All of my 
teachers have been so amazing and supportive! They have 
all encouraged and challenged me to do the best that I can. 
Some teachers who have truly supported and cared for me, 
especially this year, include Monsieur Kvot, Ms. Meyer, Ms. 
Nygren, and Mrs. Fox, just to name a few.”

Future Plans
“I will be attending Augustana University this fall. I intend 

on majoring in biology or psychology. Whichever major I end 
up going into, I hope to work with children. I chose Augustana 
because of the small campus feel while still being located in a 
bigger town. I also value Augustana’s emphasis on community 
and volunteering.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“Try new things! It’s never too late to try new things, to 

put yourself out there, and to make new friends. I know that 
it’s exciting to start buying things for your dorm room or to 
make plans for after high school, but enjoy your senior year. 
Instead of wishing for it to be summer, relish in the chaos and 
stress that is senior year because it will be a memory before 
you know it.”

McKenna was nominated for being a kind, responsible, and hard working individual with 
strong collaboration skills. She is a member of the National Honor Society and Future Farm-
ers of America. Outside of school she enjoys tennis and dance. She is also involved in the 
4-H club. 

Marijane Cochnauer, McKenna’s supervisor at Kid Connection, shared, “McKenna is the 
best! This is what parents tell me daily about their interactions and experiences with 
McKenna, and it is true. McKenna is loved by her fellow employees, children and parents. 
McKenna knows all of our parents and children by name and greets them all with a smile. 
She is an excellent employee!”

More about McKenna: 
Favorite High School Memory 

“My favorite high school memory was going to football games with my friends or going to 
the senior sunrise this year.”

Future Plans
“I plan on attending Iowa State this fall to major in Environmental Science. I love the Iowa 

State campus and I look forward to pursuing my degree.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“Take advantage of college and AP classes. You will save a ton of money!”

Madalyn, who goes by Madi, was nominated for being a hard working, kind, compassionate, 
patient and flexible person. She has worked as a Student Aide for the past three years with 
Kid Connection, the District 192 after school childcare program. This year she took on the 
role of Instructor and leads a group of 14 students. According to Marijane Cochnauer, who is 
her supervisor, “Madi is truly a mentor to the students in our program and community.” 

Madi is a member of the National Honor Society and a member of the Volleyball team. She 
is also a manager for the Boys’ Volleyball team. Outside of school and work she spends 
time volunteering with Loaves and Fishes, the Yellow Ribbon Society, and Feed My Starving 
Children. She is also an active member of the 4-H club. 

More about Madi: 
Favorite Classes & Teachers

“My favorite subject was Biology with Mrs.Wilson. In addition, I have really enjoyed all my 
classes at MNCAPS (Minnesota Center for Advanced Professional Studies) in the healthcare 
field.”

Future Plans
“South Dakota State University, majoring in Nursing. I chose SDSU because it reminded 

me of home when I stepped on campus and it also has an excellent medical program.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“Put yourself out there, try something new. You never know where it will take you.”

Jenna was nominated for her positive attitude and strong work ethic. She is a member of 
the Farmington Dance Team, the Wind Ensemble, and the National Honor Society. During the 
summer she works at the Minnesota State Fair in the Mouth Trap Cheese Curd stand. “This is 
the highlight of my summer as I get to immerse myself in the excitement of Minnesotans at the 
annual get together,” Jenna shared. 

Despite the challenge of navigating her senior year of high school during a global pandemic, 
Jenna has maintained an active social life and raised her GPA while taking Advanced Placement 
and University of Minnesota courses. “It has been challenging trying to stay motivated during the 
pandemic, but I have worked hard to push myself and stay on top of my course work,” she said. 

In years past, Jenna enjoyed helping out in Marie Cavallaro’s elementary school classroom. Ms. 
Cavallaro shared, “Jenna is such a hard worker…. Covid has been hard on many people and 
I can’t imagine your junior and senior year being as different as it is because of it. It is easy... 
maybe even expected to be bitter and upset, but whenever I talk to Jenna, she is extremely 
positive and just takes it in stride.”

More about Jenna:
Favorite High School Memory:

“One of my favorite high school memories is the senior sunrise. It was very touching to be able 
to be gathered all together as a class knowing that we were most likely not going to have a typical 
senior year. It was very memorable to share that experience together as the class of 2021.”

Future Plans
“After graduation, I plan to attend Minnesota State University Mankato. I am interested in 

helping people understand themselves better. I am also interested in how the brain works, so I 
have decided to study Psychology. In the future, my goal is to find a fulfilling career that allows me 
to use my psychology education in a field that assists people to live healthier and happier lives.”

Advice for Future Seniors
“My Senior year came quicker than I ever thought it would. Some advice I’d give to any fu-

ture seniors is to take advantage of any opportunities you get offered. Before you’ll know it, you’ll 
be ordering your cap and gown and filling out college applications. Spend time with your friends 
and family, and live in the moment, because before you know it that moment will be a memory.”
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This spring the Akin Road Parent 
Teacher Partnership sponsored a school-
wide Read-A-Thon. The theme was 
“Reading takes you to new places. Every-
one has a story to tell!” The event lasted 
about a month and learners participated 
in many activities leading up to the actual 
Read-A-Thon day such as decorating 
book covers, mystery reader contests, 
and directed drawings of their favorite 
picture book characters. They also had 
“Drop Everything and Write'' time during 
which they focused on poetry in honor of 
National Poetry Month, which happens 
each April. Learners wrote acrostics, color 
poems, biographical poems and shape 
poems. 

“Our school goal was to raise $10,000 
to put towards our leveled book room 
and purchase STEM supplies to start 
a new STEM Lab next school year,” 
Principal Tracey Magnuson shared. On 
Friday, April 16, learners wore bright 
colors, beach wear, or pajamas to celebrate 
their reading. At the end of the month 
they were treated to a virtual visit from 
children’s author Jean Reidy, who wrote 
popular books such as Too Purpley!, Too 
Pickley!, What Would You Do in a Book 
About You? and others. 

Akin Road 
Elementary 
celebrates 
books and 

poetry! 

Congratulations are in or-
der to the Farmington Debate 
Team on an outstanding State 
Tournament!  At the MSHSL 
State Debate Tournament, 
seniors Michael Koperski and 
Thea Munson finished chal-
lenging preliminary competi-
tion with a record of 3-2, 
having beat teams from Edina, 
St. Croix Preparatory School 
and Avalon Charter School. 
Their only losses were to the 
teams who went on to be the 
state champion and state run-
ner up. Ending competition as 
the 5th seed at the tourna-
ment, Koperski and Munson 
advanced to Quarterfinals and 
lost an extremely close debate 
to the top team from Edina.

This quarter final finish is 
the highest level of competi-
tion that the Farmington 
Debate Team has achieved 
in its three year existence. 
This finish also caps off  a 
very successful season for the 
Farmington Debate Team. 
In recognition of that 

continued excellence, Koperski 
was named to the Minnesota 
Debate Teacher’s Association 
All State Policy Debate Team. 
This is the first time a debater 
from Farmington has been 
named to that list.

The Debate Team has had 
a full season (starting practice 
in August and competition in 
September) and ended with 
their quarterfinal finish at 
State. It is exceptional that in 
the age of COVID-19 they 
were able to field a very com-
petitive program and also:

Developed the largest nov-
ice (1st year) class of debaters 
in the state

Qualified for the state 
tournament in 3rd place in the 
section

Finished in quarters at the 
MSHSL State debate tourna-
ment

Had an NSDA (National 
Speech and Debate Associa-
tion) All American student

Had a member of the Min-
nesota All State Policy Debate 
Team

Had a coach achieve 
Double Diamond status in the 
NSDA

Finished in 2nd place at 
the MDTA (Minnesota De-
bate Teachers Association) JV/
Novice State

FHS Debate has 
their best year yet!

Recreational & Competitive
Classes
Ages 18 months - Adult

Fully stocked onsite
dance wear store

Experienced Adult
Instructors

Family Friendly

• Age Appropriate music,
choreography and
costuming

109 Elm Street, Suite D
651-460-6188

www.synergydancemn.com www.sunthisweek.com

New Students
Always Welcome

Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop,
Baton Twirling, Modern, Lyrical,

Pointe, Musical Theater

RegisTeR onLine oR
By aPPoinTMenT aT

www.synergydancemn.com

• 

• 

• 

• 

Farmington Area Public Schools has been 
awarded a grant from the Farmington Area 
Education Foundation (FAEF) for $8000 to 
help enhance outdoor learning spaces in the 
district by expanding the Wi-Fi signal. Each 
year Farmington Area Public Schools educators 
apply for grants from the FAEF, which works to 
support and enhance innovative educational op-
portunities by fostering community involvement 
and financial support for students in ISD 192. 
This year, due to the unusual situation created 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, the FAEF reached 
out to Superintendent Jason Berg and district 
administrators to find an appropriate use for 
grant funds and together they settled on the 

Wi-Fi project.     

     School administrators worked with 
technology staff  to identify outdoor learning 
areas where expanded Wi-Fi would be most 
beneficial. The total project will cost more than 
the $8000 grant, so ISD 192 will seek reimburse-
ment from the federal E-rate program to help 
make up the difference. Due to this, the work 
cannot begin until July, but it will be completed 
before the start of the 2021-2022 school year.      

     Learners in ISD 192 regularly engage in 
many outdoor learning activities - everything 
from storytime to science observations to snow-
shoeing. They use their iPads to take pictures, 
record data, do research and more while learn-
ing outdoors. Next year they can look forward 
to additional learning opportunities thanks to 
this grant.

     The FAEF holds regular fundraising 
events each year and also administers the 
Nicolai Scholarship for a graduating Farming-
ton High School student. Volunteers serve on 
the FAEF Board and manage the fundraising 
events. Local residents, parents and ISD 192 
staff  are all welcome to learn more at https://
www.faefoundation.org.

ISD 192 receives grant to 
enhance outdoor learning spaces
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Over 100 Years of Community Pride!

Castle RoCk Bank

You know us, we know you.
That’s the Spirit of Community Pride!

ALL
WELCOME

Farmington 651-463-4014 | Castle Rock 651-463-7590
Randolph 507-403-2777

www.castlerockbank.net

Commonly referred to as American Indian Parent 
Advisory Committee (AIPAC), this committee serves in an 
advisory role to ISD 192 to help ensure that American In-
dian students are receiving culturally relevant and equitable 
educational opportunities. This committee is critical to the 
achievement and success of American Indian learners state-
wide, and offers a valuable opportunity to strengthen district 
and parent partnerships. 

During the 2020-2021 school year, the Farmington 
AIPAC has partnered with MIGIZI, a non-profit located in 
Minneapolis, MN. MIGIZI has created a number of youth 
development programs with their mission to act as a circle of 
support that nurtures the development of Native American 
youth in order to unleash their creativity and dreams – to 
benefit themselves, their families and community.  MIGIZI 
youth development specialists connect regularly with middle 
school and high school learners in Farmington to engage in 
exploration of community and culture as well as providing 
tutoring opportunities in partnership with the University of 
Minnesota.  

Our local AIPAC approved the purchase of 147 Native 
authored books for our media centers at all eight of our 
school sites.  All learners need a variety of resources by 
which to gain an understanding of their world around them 
through a variety of lenses.  The committee is also exploring 
an opportunity to engage our learners in the creation of a 
visual artistic representation that celebrates Native culture.  
While this is in the early stages of planning, there is great 
excitement to design a collaborative learning experience so 
that our learners can build community through art.  

To learn more about AIPAC’s, please visit the Minnesota 
Department of Education website at: https://education.
mn.gov/MDE/dse/indian/parent/

To learn more about American Indian Education 
programming in Farmington Area Public Schools, please 
contact Chris Bussmann, Director of Secondary Learning.

LINN’S CARPET & FLOORING
211 3rd St. Suite A, Downtown Farmington, MN
651-463-4887 WWW.LINNSCARPET.COM

“Since 1964”

Now is the time to save on gorgeous floors during National Karastan Month.
0% Financing for 36 months with Equal Payments

to qualified buyers, see store for details. Offer ends June 22,2021

Come See Your Friends at Linn’s
Same Building – New Larger Showroom

211 3RD STREET
(Entrance facing Kwik Trip) (Parking on East side of building)

The staff at Linn’s Carpet &
Flooring in Farmington would like to

Congratulate All The
2021 Graduates!

Wishing You All A Bright Future!

• Carpet
• Luxury Vinyl Plank

• DuraCeramic
• Hardwood

• Color consultant on staff

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GREAT INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

Photo of Books Purchased 
for Elementary School 

Media Center Collections

American Indian Parent 
Advisory Committee enhances 

learners’ experience
Austin Skoda, a senior at Farming-

ton High School, has been named a Fi-
nalist in the National Merit Scholarship 
Program. This is an academic competi-
tion for recognition and scholarships. 
The program began in 1955 and has 
become a highly competitive program 
in which being named a Finalist is a 
great honor and a reflection of superior 
academic work. Each year approxi-
mately 1.5 million students enter the 
program and of that only about 15,000 
become Finalists. 

Skoda’s teachers and advisers are 
very proud of all he has accomplished 
at Farmington High School. In addition 
to his academic success, Skoda is an 
active part of the FHS Band program 
where he plays the euphonium and 
trombone. Chelsy Newman, a school 
counselor who has worked with Skoda 
throughout his time at FHS, said of 
him: “Austin’s an outstanding student 
and young man — highly intellectual, 
respectful and has a strong work ethic. 
He’s wise beyond his years and pas-

sionate about learning! 
Austin’s character is 
equally as impres-
sive as his academic 
achievements. He’s 
humble, empathetic 
and always willing to 
help his peers and staff  
at FHS!” 

Skoda named 
National Merit 

Scholarship Finalist
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Will you need before or after school childcare 
next school year? Kid Connection, District 192’s 
school age childcare program provided by Farm-
ington Community Education, is available for 
before or after school childcare for students in 
grades K-5 in each elementary school. Registra-
tion is open now for the 2021-22 school year.

Hours:
•  Before school care is 6 a.m. until school begins.

•  After school care starts when school is dis-
missed until 6 p.m.

Non-School Days: 
•  Kid Connection is available from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Kid Connection staff  provide quality care to 
ensure a safe and nurturing experience. Children 
participate in a range of activities including sci-
ence, math, literacy and physical fitness activities. 
Computer lab time is available, as well as quiet 
time for reading and homework. School locations 
provide excellent communication with principals, 
teachers and support staff, to create the best 

possible environment for the child. A healthy 
afternoon snack is offered afterschool. Students 
participating in the before school session have 
the option to purchase breakfast through Chart-
wells Food Service or to bring something from 
home. Staff  will continue to guide and practice 
social distancing, sanitation, health and safety 
skills as required by the MN Dept. of Health, 
MN Dept. of Education, and CDC.

Kid Connection offers convenient schedule 
options that fit most families’ needs. Parents can 
choose from a Consistent Schedule or Pick Your 
Day Schedule. Contracts will be approved on a 
first-come, first-served basis. All contracts will be 
approved related to appropriate staff  to 
student ratios, space in our schools, 
and health and safety mandates 

and guidelines. Once a contract is approved, an 
email confirmation will be sent out. Invoices 
are sent out weekly with automatic payment ac-
counts set up through the registration process.

Financial Assistance, to those who qualify, 
may be available through the Dakota County 
Community Services, Child Care Assistance 
Program. For eligibility information please call 
(651) 554-5611 or visit their website at: www.
co.dakota.mn.us.

More information is available at: www.Farm-
ingtonKidConnection.com  or by contacting 
Kim Lester at klester@farmington.k12.mn.us or 
(651) 460-3200.

Farmington Area Community Education 
offers flexible childcare and preschool options 
at multiple locations to meet the needs of all 
families for children age 3-5. 

Wee Tigers Preschool,
for children ages 3-5, is a half  day or full day, 
partial week preschool program that is Par-
ent Aware 4-Star rated. It is offered during the 
school year, in multiple locations throughout the 
district. Wee Tigers offers each child a positive 
learning environment and prepares the child 
for kindergarten. Wee Tigers teachers have a 
bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education 
and are licensed by the State of Minnesota. Wee 
Tigers Preschool has developed a curriculum that 
follows the Creative Curriculum and the Early 
Childhood Indicators of Progress Standards set 
by the Minnesota Department of Education.  
Wee Tigers offers in person classes and an online 
option through our Wee Tigers Online Academy. 
Pathways l and Pathways ll scholarships can be 
used for Wee Tigers Preschool.

Stepping Stones 
is a full day, full week, year-round childcare 
program for children ages 3-5. Stepping Stones 
is a certified childcare center through the Min-
nesota Department of Human Services. Our 
professional staff  encourage children to progress 
at their own pace, according to individual needs 
and abilities. Children gain skills and experiences 
in cooperative learning, critical thinking, number 
and letter recognition, phonemic awareness and 
early math concepts, science, dramatic play, art, 
music, and on-going discovery. Stepping Stones’ 
participants also have the option of attending 
Wee Tigers preschool during their day. Step-
ping Stones accepts Dakota County Child Care 
Assistance.

Tumble 'N' Learn 
is an educational, fitness-based program for ages 
3-5. Children will experience learning in a whole 
new way at Tumble ‘N’ Learn. Combining kines-
thetic learning with academics will enhance your 
child’s social and emotional 
development, creative arts 
ability, literacy experiences, 
as well as social, family and 
life skills. Tumble ‘N’ Learn 
provides a well-rounded 
fitness and educational expe-
rience. Tumble ‘N’ Learn is 
located at the Tiger Legacy 
& Learning Center. Stepping 
Stones students at the Tiger 
Legacy & Learning Center 
can opt into the Tumble ‘N’ 
Learn classes. 

Just Me @ ECFE 
provides a typical preschool experience for chil-
dren. This is a great transitional class for families 
not quite ready to commit to a regular preschool 
schedule. The child attends alone and parents 
are required to attend class once a month. These 
sessions will inform the parents what their child 
is learning during class time. One half  day a week 
is offered in a Fall, Winter, and Spring 10-week 
session. Just Me @ ECFE is held at Meadowview 
Elementary.

More information about these preschool 
options can be found at www.farmingtonCE.com  
Click on Early Learning:Preschool Options.

 Registration is open now for all of these 
options except Just Me @ ECFE which opens in 
August. More information is available at www.
farmingtonCE.com, askCE192@farmington.
k12.mn.us or (651) 460-3200.

Preschool options to fit 
every family in District 192

Wee Tigers PreschoolStepping Stones

Tumble ‘N’ Learn

Stepping Stones

Wee Tigers Preschool

Farmington Area Com-
munity Education has lined 
up an exciting variety of 
summer camps for children 
ages 3 and up. Preparations 
for summer programming 
included a goal to provide 
experiences that spark 
learning, stimulate growth 
and build relationships. 
Community Education staff 
have worked with District 
192 teachers, coaches and 
staff, along with community 
educators, to offer camps 
that range from Tiger sports, 
activities, and band to 
the popular age grouped 
Fireflies, Sparks and IGNITE 
Camps. The camps generally 
run four mornings or after-
noons during the week.

Tiger staff camps 
include football, basketball, 
soccer, wrestling, swim, vol-
leyball, film, veterinary and 
farm adventures, creative 
writing, and elementary and 
middle school band lessons 
and ensembles.

Fireflies is geared 
towards children ages 3-6 
and includes art, cheer, 
Ninja and an athletics camp 
introducing soccer, t-ball 
and basketball. Sparks is for 
children in grades K-5 and 
includes art, theater, golf, 

robotics, tennis, engineer-
ing, flag football, drama and 
more. IGNITE is designed 
for those in grades 6 and up 
and includes art, culinary 
arts, flag football, theater, 
track and field, golf and 
more.

Other camps and 
classes include swim les-
sons, gymnastics, horse 
camp, Soccer Shots, cheer, 
math by mail, babysitter 
training, Home Alone Train-
ing, ACT prep, forensics, 
braiding basics, Driver’s 
Ed, and music lessons in 
guitar, ukulele, brass, violin, 
percussion and voice.

Registration is open now 
and fees are delayed until a 
few days before the camp 
starts. More information and 
registration can be found at: 
https://farmington.ce.eleyo.
com.

Community Education 
programs follow District 192, 
MN Department of Health 
and MN Department of Edu-
cation guidelines in social 
distancing, sanitation, health 
and safety measures. 

Fee assistance is avail-
able to qualified ISD 192 
youth. Please call (651) 460-
3200 for more information.

Summer Youth Camps – 
Connections, Fun and Learning!


